
  

REGENT STREET HONEY BEES- W/C 18.05.20 

 

Some of you may be aware this week is INTERNATIONAL 

BIODIVERSITY WEEK 18-22 MAY and Wednesday 20 May 

WORLD BEE DAY.  So, it’s the perfect time to re-introduce 

our Honey Bees to our Sustainability programme.  Sadly, we 

are unable to organise our usual seasonal visits to the 

Regent Street honey bees – but we can provide you with 

updates on what we can expect our bees to be doing at this 

time of year. 

Whilst we’ve been coping with the challenges of the 

pandemic, the honey bees have been enjoying one of the 

best starts to their honey gathering season.  This year’s 

Spring weather has been fantastic for the bees – a gentle 

progression of Spring weather, the blossom has been 

fabulous, and the bees have made the most of it avidly 

collecting nectar and pollen.   

In March / April it’s the perfect time to give the bees a Spring clean.  We make sure the wax frames 

the bees live on are changed every year and early Spring is an ideal time to do this.  Over the course 

of a year it’s surprising how marked the yellow wax becomes – it’s caused by bee feet.  When the 

bees go out to forage their feet collect all the sap from the trees and plants they forage on.  Within a 

year the sap marks the wax leaving it dirty brown and despite all the cleaning the ‘house’ bees 

undertake the marks do not come off, the old wax could be a source of disease that could negatively 

impact the bees.  So, over the course of several weeks its possible to replace old frames with new 

frames and the bees hardly notice.   

Now is the time for beekeepers to make sure the bees have enough room in the colony to store all 

the nectar they’ll make into honey.  If there isn’t enough room in the hive the bees may decide to 

swarm – so really important to add the super box.  The super box contains 10 frames of wax sheets 

the queen can’t reach, the bees will build out the wax sheets and use them to store all their honey 

supplies. 

Our Regent Street beekeepers, Dale and Louis are still undertaking 

regular visits to check our bees and will provide us site updates as 

we go through the Summer. 

It’s worthwhile knowing that 70 of the top 100 food crops grown 

worldwide rely on pollinators like bees. They play an essential role 

in fertilising flowers, trees and other plants, which serve as food 

and shelter for creatures large and small – including human beings.   

 

If you have any questions about honey bees, just ask using 

our email:  TCE.sustainability@eu.jll.com 

 


