
  

REGENT STREET HONEY BEES- W/C 29.06.20 

 

As we slowly and carefully emerge from lockdown 

its quite astonishing to recognise now that in mid-

March many of us were about to experience a 

technology catapult.  In a few relatively short 

months, our use of technology has been on fast 

forward and helped us to remain connected with 

our work life and with family and friends, continue 

to be productive and feel that we remain in control 

(for the most part) as we manage a variety of 

demands associated with agile remote working. 

The same impact of technology has also been 

present in beekeeping communities – weekly 

apiary meetings have been replaced with regular Zoom meetings to cater for beginners, 

intermediates and those who enjoy a general conversation with other beekeepers.  Throughout 

Covid-19 lockdown, UK beekeepers have continued to care for their bees with support from DEFRA 

to ensure good beekeeping practices, effective stock management and health checks.  Social 

distancing guidance must be followed – so much easier to have 2 beekeepers living in one household 

and I’m pleased to say it’s been really helpful for me to have this advantage!   

In early June at the allotment where I keep my bees – the bees swarmed!  There was plenty of room 

for the queen to lay her eggs and lots of super frames for the worker bees to store their honey.  

When we checked the hive, we missed seeing a queen cell (the bees usually decide a queen cell 

should be on the edge of a frame, on the sides or along the bottom and can be easily missed if there 

are lots of bees on the frame)!  At an earlier inspection the colony seemed quite content with all the 

bees going about their tasks, with the forager bees returning with nectar and pollen, other bees 

cleaning out cells for the queen to lay another egg, other bees repairing the wax, the attendants 

grooming the queen – plenty of honey stores, lots of space, they were all bright and healthy.   

The bees however, had decided a new queen was needed – we knew the hive had swarmed, two-

thirds of the bees were missing from the colony and with less bees in the colony we found the 

opened queen cell!  We were too late to catch the swarm and couldn’t find the new queen in the 

hive.  New virgin queens tend to run around the frames, they don’t have the burden of carrying all 

their eggs, they can be hard to spot.  When a queen has mated up to 20 times or more in just one 

day she returns to her colony and is fertilised for the rest of her productive life.  At that point she 

doesn’t race around the frame!  We waited 2 weeks in the hope the virgin queen would venture out, 

find the ‘congregation’ site where drone bees are present (male bees from other bee colonies linger 

waiting for the virgins to appear) and return as a mated queen bee.  Well this didn’t happen, so we 

decided to purchase a mated queen from a breeder – many beekeepers turn their skills into a 

business and are able to breed queens for other beekeepers to buy so they can replace 

unproductive, lost or dead queens for their colonies. 

Our new mated queen arrived in the post with her worker attendants in a small cage.  We set her up 

in small hive still in her cage with some fondant at the bottom of the cage along with 2 frames of 

nursing bees.  After a few days the nursing bees will eat the fondant at the bottom of the cage and 

the attendant bees in the cage will eat the fondant on the inside of the cage – by the time the bees 



  

meet they will all have picked up the pheromone from the new queen and accept her as their new 

queen.   

So, the theory is the queen will start laying eggs and the nursing bees will ensure the eggs are cared 

for.  Later today we are going to check that all is well with this little colony and hope to unite the 

new queen and her nursing bees and frames of eggs with the queenless colony!  More to follow on 

this in my next instalment! 

As we move into July the bees will have lots more nectar sources - plants, bushes and trees including 

clover, brambles and lime trees.  Some beekeepers have already enjoyed a Spring honey harvest as 

the bees had the benefit of the great weather and lots of nectar and pollen. 

If we had been at the hive when the queen emerged we may have heard what the research team at 

Trent Nottingham University recently captured:  https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=9naKEy1v6Lw 

 

If you have any questions about honey bees, just ask using our email:  

TCE.sustainability@eu.jll.com 
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